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and the corresponding abiotic measure) (10). If
the inclusion of these interaction terms modifies
the regression coefficients of other predictors,
or substantially increases the variance explained
by the model, it would imply that the B-EMf
relationship changes along environmental gra-
dients. We ran two new sets of models with our
multifunctionality index as the dependent vari-
able and compared them with our original set
of models (Fig. 2A). Model set A included the
original variables, plus four interaction terms
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scatter found in our results (1). We also believe
that the amount of variance in the B-EMf relation-
ship not explained by the variables we measured
clearly deserves further attention (12). However,
the main take-home message of both our original
manuscript and this response is that, despite the
multiple sources of variation, there is a significant
positive B-EMf relationship in global drylands
and that species richness is an important positive
predictor of ecosystem multifunctionality. The lat-
ter result was consistent after accounting for other
major environmental factors and their interac-
tions with plant species richness.
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