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(Monkton) The Last Resort. We had 1.6" rain late last week that saved many plants and our 

sanity. Strawberries are ripening early with more TPB injury than I've ever seen this early, but 

the crop looks excellent and we open for PYO this week. Asparagus crop has been good but, 

again, beetle presence more than last year. The mild winter was kind to overwintering insects. 

Leek moth pupae noted in garlic field. Having unusual difficulty finding good help this year but 

http://www.vineyardteam.org/files/resources/Corin%20Pease_Organic%20Alternatives.pdf
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Crops look good, weed control pretty fair. Matted row strawberries came through winter well, 

plants look good going into harvest which will begin sometime this week. Weather has been 

go
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Markets have been very strong but we could use a bigger labor team. We are involved in a non-

profit project to acquire a large farm to benefit the greater community of Saratoga Springs NY. 

The fundraising campaign has started and our first big event is at the Pitney Farm June 26, from 

5-7 pm. Check out www.pitneymeadowscommunityfarm.org it will be a great resource.   

(Little Compton RI) This is the time of the season when I put extra effort into all our Allium 

crops. Garlic scapes have become one of the most profitable value-added items we make each 

year, so we look forward to getting that extra cash while helping the bulb size. But I have been 

fuzzy about just how to manage it so I called Doug Bowne and Ed Frasier to get the low down. 

http://www.pitneymeadowscommunityfarm.org/
http://agriculture.vermont.gov/water-quality/news-events/public-meetings
http://agriculture.vermont.gov/water-quality/regulations/rap
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WHERE ARE WE WITH FSMA? 

The ‘Produce Rule’ of the Food Safety Modernization Act went into effect this past January. The 

vast majority of Vermont’s vegetable and fruit farms will either be ‘not covered’ or have a 

‘qualified exemption’ from compliance with that rule. A farm is not covered if annual sales of 

produce are less than $25,000. A farms is exempt if annual sales of all food are less than 

$500,000, and at least half those sales are to ‘qualified end users' i.e. direct to the consumer or 

direct to entities that sell directly to consumers, and those sales are within 275 miles or within 

the state. The Vermont Agency of Agriculture estimates that 500 produce farms will not be 

covered by FSMA and another 400 farms will have a qualified exemption. Only 150 farms, or 

about 14% of all produce farms in Vermont, will be fully covered by the requirements of the 

Produce Rule. However, all farms should keep accurate records ASAP of both produce and food 

sales, by market type, in order to determine (prove) which category they fall into. Sales are 

based on a 3-year rolling average. 

The Produce Rule sets standards for: personnel qualifications and training; health and hygiene; 

agricultural water; soil amendments of animal origin; domesticated and wild animals; growing, 

harvesting, packing, and holding activities; equipment, tools, and buildings; and recordkeeping. 

Compliance timeline: Farms grossing under $250,000 in annual produce sales must comply by 

January 2020. Farms grossing under $500,000 in produce sales must comply by January 2019. 

Farms grossing over $500,000 must comply by January 2018. All categories have two extra 

years to comply with the agriculture water standard. 

The National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition has more info on the Produce Rule: 

http://sustainableagriculture.net/blog/produce-rule-analysis-part-1/ and so does FDA of 

course: http://www.fda.gov/Food/GuidanceRegulation/FSMA/ucm334114.htm 

MULTI-

http://sustainableagriculture.net/blog/produce-rule-analysis-part-1/
http://www.fda.gov/Food/GuidanceRegulation/FSMA/ucm334114.htm
https://unh.az1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_5sZDRnBReS9vxNH


http://www.wardsborovermont.com/the-gilfeather-turnip.html
http://nofavt.org/events/organic-high-tunnel-tomatoes-cedar-circle
http://nofavt.org/events/raspberry-and-blueberry-varieties-vermont-growers
http://nofavt.org/events/producing-healthy-brassicas-biocontrols-and-rotation
http://nofavt.org/events/post-harvest-process-wash-station-design
http://nofavt.org/events/learning-journey-massachusetts-farms
http://nofavt.org/events/annual-nofa-vt-events/farm-workshop-series

