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REPORTS FROM THE FIELD 

 

(Montpelier)  Food Hub CSA memberships are starting to come in and we have not even 

advertised yet. The mild weather and lack of snow has meant many fewer hours on my tractor 

and the snowblower. I don't think I will have to buy shear bolts for next year. Lettuce house and 

the two spinach houses have been producing really well. We saved some greenhouse plastic 

and cut it up to put over the individual beds in a few places to see how it would do. Worked 

great for some of the lettuce crops that have not made it in past years and did a nice job of 

retaining night time heat. Just a lot more effort to get out to the house and make sure you take 

it off on a sunny day. We put drip irrigation into one spinach house and left it set up to do our 

watering. Working incredibly well for us. The lines drain and no freezing. No need for hand 

watering and we are keeping the plant tissue nice and dry. We will be doing it next year in all 

the houses in the fall. Probably run 4 lines per 4 foot bed though. Not enough this year. New 

seedling house is up and the heater is hung! What a treat after so many years. Exciting to see 

how it will improve our efficiency and start quality this spring. Markets remain really strong and 

not much resistance to pricing. Reality is that prices need to go up this year. New plantings of 

strawberries and asparagus going in this spring. Just made the first new hire as getting ready for 
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INFO NEEDED TO IMPROVE CROP INSURANCE ETC. 

 

All VT Farms- even if you don't have crop insurance.  Your input is needed on this 10 minute 

survey to understand how we can better manage risks to crops and livestock. Are you at risk for 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/65PVLC2
mailto:newfarmer@uvm.edu
http://pss.uvm.edu/pesp/cert.html

