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Speckled Pup squash. Kale is doing wonderful and really liking the cooler evenings. Broadcasting 

the cover crop this year is not going to work as the chickens keep eating the seed. What I really 

need is a small set of cultivators that could be pulled behind the 4-Wheeler.  I am already 

planning the 2017 garden and looking forward to winter. 

 

(Little Compton RI) The drought in our part of New England has finally broken with weather 

systems coming up from the south. Our fall cole crops are rebounding from near death after 

extreme efforts to keep them limping along till the weather broke. None the less our total cole 

crop acreage has been cut in half. We walked away from over 8 acres of crops since June 1st! 

This year was a big education on how to handle drought. One lesson was understanding the 

effects reduced water will have on crops like celeriac. We thought we did a good job keeping 

the crop hydrated and the plants actually sized up very nicely, but our recent harvest has 45% 

hollow heart! This is a big problem since one can’t tell from outward inspection which ones 

have it and which don’t. Next time we will give up on that crop earlier, as irrigation water 

should have been better spent on a sure bet like carrots or beets. Winter Growing: we are 

simplifying our offerings and have already started planting out our houses. #1 rule no head 

lettuce after December 10th. After that only Salanova and baby romaines. 
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http://www.uvm.edu/vtvegandberry/NMPlinks.html
mailto:Rebecca.Maden@uvm.edu
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VT_Domestic_Export
mailto:Reg.Godin@vermont.gov

