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The data used in this study was collected by the Center for Rural Studies at the University of 
Vermont. The questions concerning VT-MAP were asked as part of the Center for Rural Studies’ 
annual "Vermonter Poll." The poll was conducted between the hours of 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m., 
beginning on February 14, 2000 and ending two weeks later on February 24, 2000. The poll was 
conducted at the University of Vermont using the computer-aided telephone interviewing 
(CATI) system. The sample for the poll was drawn through random digit dialing and used all of 
the telephone exchanges in the state of Vermont as a sampling frame. Only registered voters over 
the age of eighteen were interviewed. The poll included questions on a variety of issues related 
to public policy in the state of Vermont. 

There were 697 respondents to the Vermonter Poll. The median age of respondents was 51. The 
median income for respondents was between $35,001 and $50,000. Also, the median respondent 
had some college education but no degree. Throughout the testing the sample was weighted 
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college degree or more would be more likely to value an arts education compared to a less 
educated person.  

Furthermore, the prescriptive analysis examined the hypothesis that people with prior awareness 
of Internet-based arts programs would be more likely to support their expansion. The possibility 
that support for arts education in general would lead to support for Internet-based art programs 
was also examined. 

Results 

The analysis began by determining the distributions of the three questions. The results of this 
analysis is depicted in Figures 1-3.  

Figure 1: How would you rate the importance of an arts education for 
young people in Vermont? 

 

   

Figure 2: Are you aware that Internet-based arts education programs, 
such as Millennium Arts Partnership, exist in Vermont? 
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Figure 3: Do you think Internet-based arts education programs should be 
extended to all young people in Vermont's schools?  

 

  

The next step in the analysis was to investigate how demographic characteristics may have 
played a role in a persons awareness or support for art education in general and in particular the 
Millennium Arts Partnership. Demographic characteristics of gender, income, education, family 
size, number of children, employment, and geographic location.  

Education seemed to be the most influential factor in a person’s support for arts education, 
awareness of Internet-based art education, and support for expanding Internet-based art 
education to all Vermont schools.  
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• People with at least some college education were more likely to think that an arts education is 
important (93.9%) than those that had not received at least some college education (85.1%) (p# 
.01). 

• People with at least some college education were more likely to have heard of Internet-based 
arts programs such as the Vermont Millennium Arts Partnership (25.3%) than those that had not 
received at least some college education (19.5%) (p# .05). 

• People with at least some college education had a higher likelihood of supporting the 
expansion of Internet-based arts programs (85.1%) than those that had not received at least 
some college education (79.6%) (p# .01). 

Income has the only other significant and somewhat meaning influence on whether a person 
supports extending Internet-based arts education.  

• People at or above the median income in Vermont were more likely to support extending 
Internet-based arts education to all the schools in Vermont (86.0%) than those below median 
income (80.0%) (p# .10) 

None of the other demographic characteristics had any significant and meaningful influence. 
Overall, respondents hold a high perception of the importance of the arts in education and 
supported extending Internet-based arts education throughout Vermont.  

The final section of analysis included a comparison of a person’s awareness of Internet-based 
arts programs with both their support for arts education in general and their support for 
expanding Millennium Arts Partnership to all schools in Vermont. No correlation was found 
between awareness of Internet-based arts education and a person's support of art education in 
general. However, a slight connection was found between awareness of Internet-based arts 
education and the belief that such a program should be expanded to all schools in Vermont. 

• People who were aware of Internet-based arts education were more likely to support the idea 
of extending the Millennium Arts Partnership to all Vermont schools (86.9%) then those people 
who were not aware (81.3%) (p# .10). 

The results of the comparison or responses to demographic groups and the comparison between 
awareness and support must be carefully used. Though several of the findings are statistically 
significant, an overwhelming support suggests that Vermonters support arts education in general 
and the expansion of Internet-based arts education programs. Several conclusion can be made on 
the basis of these results.  

  

Conclusions 

The data from this study provides a baseline of the Vermont public’s perception of the 
importance of the arts in education and awareness and support for Internet based arts education 




