Vermonter Poll 2008
Civics 1.Q. Frequency Report

Jessica Hyman, Center for Rural Studies, University of Vermont

The 2008 Vermonter Poll included seven questions to gauge Vermonters’ level of understanding
about civic structure in Vermont. Here are the results from the 645 respondents.

Table 1. Listen to the following options and tell me which number most closely matches the
percent of Vermont's towns and cities with less than 2,500 people in the 2000 Census?

Frequency Percent
10% 26 4.4
25% 131 22.0
50% 164 27.6
(Correct) 70% 194 32.6
90% 80 13.4

Table 2. Which of the following numbers most closely matches the
average date of incorporation for Vermont's 246 towns and cities?

Frequency Percent
1675 14 2.5
1710 66 11.9
(Correct) 1780
1860 52 9.4
Total 555 100.0
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Table 3. Which of the following numbers most closely matches the total
number of all volunteer and paid LOCAL officials in Vermont?

Frequency

Table 4. Please try to name the towns found at each of the four corners of Vermont.

(Don’t know or refused: 186)
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Table 5. Nationally, our division of power in the United States consists of the Executive,
Judicial and Legislative branches of government. What boards, committees or officials in
your town would be examples of these branches on a local level?

Please give me a local example of the Executive branch.

Table 6. Please give me a local example of the Judicial branch.
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Table 7. Please give mR
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