
THE STONE AND MINERAL  

INDUSTRIES OF VERMONT 
 
 
 

(These descriptions come from the Vermont Mines exhibit, removed from display at the Perkins 

Museum of Geology during t



early days due to the laborious task of transporting the granite blocks. A typical haul from Barre 

to Montpelier took sixteen hours by horse and sled. Transportation problems decreased 

significantly with the construction of a rail system tre
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Marble 

What is marble? 
True marble is formed when limestone is subjected to heat and presse



shipping this stone to their Florence plant ever since. In 1960 the Vermont Kaolin Corp. plant in 

Monkton was dismantled, moved to New Haven and converted to Marble grinding. The Foote 

Street quar



 

Talc 

The commercial talc deposits of Vermont are found within the ultramafic zone, which forms a 

narrow, north-south trending belt along the eastern flank of the Green Mountains. Talc is formed 

by the progressive alteration of ferromagnesium silicates (dunite, peridotite, pyroxenite) to first 

serpentinite and then talc. Many talc deposits have a core of serpentinite suggesting that 

alteration starts on the outside of an ultramafic pod and 
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