A Bequential Survey Method For The
FOREST TENT CATERPILLAR (Malacoscma disstria Hon.)
Based on Egg Mass Counts

This insect has cone generaticn a year. It overwinters in the egg stage.
Bggs are laid in masses of 100 to 350 egge. The egg nmass completely en-
circles a hwig on the ouwler pertion cof & branch. Iggs may be found between
Auvgust and March,.
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£. Record the number of twigs clipped, the number of egg masses found,
and the expected degree of defoliation in the appropriate data sheet.

T. Move to the other side of the stend and repeat the sampling.
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TABLE L

cn Bugar Maple in the Northeast

___Total HNumber of Bgg Masses
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Forest Tent Refoliation

Evaluate 5 307 branches in the upper crown, and five in the mid-crown. For each branch, choose 2 terminal
or main lateral shoots to measure. Measure the length and % defoliation of the first flush of growth from
May, and also the length and % defoliation of any refoliation from the same shoot. Count the number of old
and new egg masses on the whole 30 branch.
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There are records of outbreaks of FTC in the eastern United States since 1797,
Life Cycle

Winter is spent as fully developed larvae inside the eggs.






