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Term Definition Source* In PSA 
Glossary? 

Supporting / 
Confirming 

Resource(s) for 
Usage 

agricultural 
water 
assessment 

An evaluation of an agricultural water system, agricultural water practices, 
crop characteristics, environmental conditions, and other relevant factors 
(including test results, where appropriate) related to growing activities for 
covered produce (other than sprouts) to: 
(1) Identify any condition(s) that are reasonably likely to introduce known or 
reasonably foreseeable hazards into or onto covered produce or food 
contact surfaces; and 
(2) Determine whether measures are reasonably necessary to reduce the 
potential for contamination of covered produce or food contact surfaces 
with such known or reasonably foreseeable hazards. 

PSR § 112.3 no CEA Alliance, 2023 

agricultural 
water 
inspection 

An examination of all agricultural water systems, to the extent they are 
under your control, to identify any conditions that are reasonably likely to 
introduce known or reasonably foreseeable hazards into or onto covered 
produce or food contact surfaces, including consideration of the following: 

PSR § 112.42(a) no CEA Alliance, 2023 

 (1) The nature of each agricultural water source (for example, whether 
it is ground water or surface water); 
(2) The extent of your control over each agricultural water source; 
(3) The degree of protection of each agricultural water source; 
(4) Use of adjacent and nearby land; and 
(5) The likelihood of introduction of known or reasonably foreseeable 
hazards to agricultural water by another user of agricultural water 
before the water reaches your covered farm. 

   

agricultural 
water system 

A source of agricultural water, the water distribution system, any building 
or structure that is part of the water distribution system (such as a well 
house, pump station, or shed), and any equipment used for application of 
agricultural water to covered produce during growing, harvesting, packing, 
or holding activities 

PSR § 112.3 no CEA Alliance, 2023 
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water 
treatment 

In the context of the produce safety rule (PSR § 112.46) and PSA Grower 
Training: Processes that make water "safe and of adequate quality for its 
intended use" on covered produce and may also meet a microbial quality 
standard described in § 112.44(a). Other requirements around treating 
agricultural water are described in § 112.46(b)-(d). Treating agricultural 
water in this context is distinct from other types of "water treatment" that 
may be used for non-food safety purposes. 

Joint FSOP PI 
group 

no CEA Alliance, 2023 

-

mailto:necafs@uvm.edu
https://cals.cornell.edu/produce-safety-alliance/psa-curriculum/current-version-and-available-translations
https://resourceinnovation.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/RII-Water-BPG-2023.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-112
https://ceaalliance.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/cea_guide_oct23-2.pdf

