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John C. Franklin 
Professor of Classics 
The University of Vermont 
481 Main Street 
Burlington VT 05405 
john.franklin@uvm.edu  
+001 (802) 651-6825 
 
Current Academic Interests 
Composition and performance of ‘new ancient music’, especially for tragedy and comedy; early 
Greek literature and cultural history; cultural interface between Greece and the Ancient Near East, 
especially Lesbos, and the post
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9/93–6/95  Five-
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and its Cultural Heritage, 2012–2018  
Comitato scientifico and premio for MOISA meeting 2013, Agrigrento, Italy  
UVM APLE/Suiter Committee
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“Hearing Greek Microtones”, in Hagel, S./Harrauer, Ch. (eds.), Ancient Greek Music in Performance. 
Wiener Studien Beiheft 29 (Vienna, 2005), 9–50 (with CD selections).  

“Structural Sympathies in Ancient Greek and South Slavic Heroic Singing”, in Hickmann, 
E./Eichmann, R. (eds.), Musikarchäologische Quellengruppen: Bodenurkunden, mündliche Überlieferung, 
Aufzeichnung. Studien zur Musikarchäologie 4 (Rahden, 2004b). 

“‘Once More the Poet’: Keats, Severn and the Grecian Lyre”, Memoirs of the American Academy in Rome 
48 (2003b), 227-240. Republished in The Keats-Shelley Review 18 (2004a), 104–122.  

“The Language of Musical Technique in Greek Epic Diction”, Gaia. Revue interdisciplinaire sur la Grèce 
archaïque 7 (2003a), 295-307. 

“Musical Syncretism in the Greek Orientalizing Period”, in Hickmann, E./Eichmann, R./Kilmer, A. 
(eds.), Archäologie früher Klangerzeugung und Tonordnungen. Studien zur Musikarchäologie 3 (Rahden, 
2002c), 441–51. 

“Harmony in Greek and Indo-Iranian Cosmology”, The Journal of Indo-European Studies 30.1/2 
(2002b), 1-25.  

“Diatonic Music in Greece: A Reassessment of its Antiquity”, Mnemosyne 56.1 (2002a), 669-702. 
“Dictionaries & Encyclopedias of Music. II.1 To the 15th Century”, in S. Sadie (ed.), The New Grove 

Dictionary of Music and Musicians, second edition (London, 2001), s.v. 
 
Minor 
“News from Vermont: The Ambrose Graduate Fellowship in Classical Languages”, Society for 

Classical Studies blog, 1/21/2022. 
“Stultitiis et rebus infestis: Petition for UVM to Surrender its Motto”, Society for Classical Studies blog, 

https://classicalstudies.org/scs-blog/johnfranklinuvmedu/blog-stultitiis-et-rebus-infestis-
petition-uvm-surrender-its-motto. 12/21/2020.  
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Review of A. Barker, 
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“Globed amid the Void: Pre-Socratic Echoes in Tolkien’s Evolving Cosmology”, Tolkien and Classical 
Antiquities, April 10, 2021 (17th Annual Tolkien in Vermont Conference at UVM).  

“SKATABASIS: The Rise and Fall of Kinesias”, workshop for SEE-SPIN, University of Chicago, 
March 19, 2021. 

“Composing New Ancient Music for Euripides' Helen”, Yale University, March 16, 2021. 
“
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“Unveiling UVM’s Ancient Greek Kithara”, with T. Lake and J. Butterfield, Feb. 15, 2013, UVM. 
Video by Max Freelund: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_X16KcQjOk8 

“Kinyras and the Musical Stratigraphy of Early Cyprus”: W. F. Albright Institute of Archaeological 
Research, Jerusalem, 5/17/2012. 

“Kinyras and the Musical Stratigraphy of Early Cyprus”, Tel Aviv University, Dept. of Classics, 
1/30/2012. 

“Kinyras and the Musical Stratigraphy of Early Cyprus”, Pharos Arts Foundation, Nicosia, Cyprus, 
1/13/2012. 

“Kinyras and the Poetics of Eastern Wandering”, Institute for Advanced Study (Princeton), Dec. 13, 
2011. 

“Kinyras and the Musical Stratigraphy of Early Cyprus”, Institute for Advanced Study (Princeton), 
Nov. 21, 2011. 

“Kinyras and the Poetics of Eastern Wandering”, New York University, Nov. 19, 2011. 
“How to Read Ancient Greek Music”, Skidmore College, Nov. 9, 2011. 
“The Archeology of Ancient Greek Music”, Skidmore College, Nov. 8, 2011. 
“Euripides and the Archeology of Music”, Music in Greek Drama: History, Theory and Practice, May 28-

29, 2011, University of California, Santa Cruz, USA. 
“Some New Suggestions about the Carnean Victors of Hellanicus”, Poetry, music and contests in ancient 

Greece, annual MOISA meeting, Lecce, Italy, October 28
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“Lyre Gods, East and West”, Greek Religion and the Orient: From Ishtar to Aphrodite (2/2005), Florida 
State University.  

“Dithyramb and the ‘Demise of Music’”, Song Culture and Social Change: The Contexts of Dithyramb, 
Oxford (7/2004).  

“Lyre Gods, East and West”, Boston University (4/2004). 
“Lyroscopy in Greece, Cyprus and the Ancient Near East”, Fourth Symposium of the International Study 

Group on Music Archaeology, Michaelstein, Germany (9/2004).  
“A ‘Feast of Music:’ Assyria, Lydia, and the Asiatic Kithara”, Hittites, Greeks and their Neighbors in 

Ancient Anatolia, Emory University, Atlanta, (9/2004).  
“Terpander and the ‘Asiatic Kithara’”, University of Sydney (4/2004).  
“Hearing Greek Microtones”, Performing Ancient Greek Music Today, Österreichische Akademie der 

Wissenschaften, Vienna, 9–10/2003). 
“The Orientalizing Period in Greek Music”, the Cyprus American Archaeological Research Institute, 

Nicosia (2/2003). 
“Musical Sympathies in Ancient Greek and South-Slavic Heroic Song”, Third Symposium of the 

International Study Group on Music Archaeology, Michaelstein, Germany (6/2002).  
“The Melic Revolution: Assyria, Greece and the Seven-Stringed Lyre”, American Academy in Rome 

(1/2002). 
“The Melic Revolution: Assyria, Greece and the Seven-Stringed Lyre”, University of Manchester, 

U.K. (1/2002).  
“The Orientalizing Period in Greek Music”, American Academy in Rome (3/2001).  
“Syncretism and the Greek Musical Genera” and “Aristophanes Clouds: A Musical Reconstruction”, 

paper and concert at the Second Symposium of the International Study Group on Music Archaeology, 
Michaelstein, Germany (9/2000).  

“Harmony and Indo-European Cosmology”, at The Warburg Institute, London (11/1999).  
“
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2006– Vermont Classical Languages Association. 
2004– Society for Classical Studies (f.k.a. American Philological Association). 
 
Other Academic Employment 
10/04–3/05 Freelance academic editing, incl. for the American Schools of Oriental Research, and 

P. Richards, Black Heart: The Moral Life of Recent African-American Letters (New York, 
Peter Lang, 2005). 

11/97–9/00  
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6/25–
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Covid. 
12/6/2019 “Classics Struggles to Not Fall into Ruins”, Lilly Page, The Vermont Cynic. 
11/11/2019  “Veterans Day: Veterans, the GI Bill and Higher Education”, episode on Across the 

Fence (WCAX) featuring Veterans Literature Seminar. 
9/2019 Kinyras: The Beloved Priest of Aphrodite (documentary) premiered at the Nicosia 

Film Festival, September 2019; broadcast rights sold by S. Papageorghis (Director) to 
RIK and to COSMOTE HISTORY (Greek stations). 

Summer 2019
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10/2017 Music from The Cyprosyrian Girl used for The Horse in Ancient Greek Art: An Ode to the 
Noble Steed, animated film project: collaboration between students from Virginia 
Commonwealth University and the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts. Pamela Turner 
and Peter Schertz, curators. 

2016–2017 Writing and acting for documentary about Kinyras, directed by Stavros 
Papageorgiou, Tetraktys Films, Cyprus. See 
https://www.facebook.com/KinyrasThe-Beloved-Priest-of-Aphrodite-
660276254126476/, and https://vimeo.com/236228785. See also Papageorghiou, S., 
"Dissemination of Cypriot history and culture through the art of film”, 9/24/2017. 

9/15/2016 Center for Hellenic Studies online interview about Kinyras: The Divine Lyre: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UV5rFl1jYbs. 

2/2016 Center for Hellenic Studies online interview with Glynnis Fawkes about illustrations 
for Kinyras: The Divine Lyre: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U9DkCbKHCxs. 

1/2016 Selections from The Cyprosyrian Girl used in exhibit called Power and Pathos: Bronze 
Sculpture of the Hellenistic World, at the National Gallery of Art, organized with the J. 
Paul Getty Museum and the Fondazione Palazzo Strozzi, Florence. 
http://www.nga.gov/content/ngaweb/tours/exhibitions/powerpathos.html. 

2015–16 Tracks from Moons of Jupiter and Moons of Pluto used for architectural videos by 
OBUS/Richard Taransky Studios: https://vimeo.com/taransky. 

2014 Story about reconstructing ancient kithara in UVM’s Humanities publication. 
2014 Complete audio-play of Clouds production (Rome, 2001) was incorporated into 

“Hour 25” of G. Nagy’s HeroesX. 
http://hour25.heroesx.chs.harvard.edu/?tag=clouds-2 

2/24/2014 “Translating Physical Pieces of the Past into Ancient Music and Culture”. Living 
Lab, On Point, WCAI / PRX. Interview by Heather Goldstone, also with Joan Breton 
Connelly and Glynnis Fawkes. https://beta.prx.org/stories/112114. 

10/2014 Video interview in documentary about Aphrodite by Stavros Papageorghiou, 
Tetraktys Films Ltd, Nicosia, Cyprus. 

6/14/2013 “What did ancient Greek music sound like?”, feature story in the Burlington Free Press 
by Timothy Johnson, with accompanying online video-short by Emily McManamy. 
http://archive.burlingtonfreepress.com/VideoNetwork/2474835986001/What-did-
ancient-Greek-music-sound-like-. 

2/13/2013 
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Academic Discography 
2016 The Call of Kinnaru, ambient electronica inspired by ancient music theory (self-

published). 
2015 The Moons of Pluto, ambient electronica inspired by ancient music theory (self-

published). 
2012 The Moons of Jupiter, ambient electronica inspired by ancient music theory (self-

published). 
2006  The Cyprosyrian Girl: Hits of the Ancient Hellenes (self-published). 
2005  Audio demonstrations for “Hearing Greek Microtones”, and selections from Clouds 

performed by Musica Romana, included on CD accompanying Ancient Greek Music in 
Performance. 

2004  Musica Romana (Cologne, Germany) record the parabasis from Clouds (see above) 
on their CD Mesomedes, promoted through museum concerts in Germany, 


