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September 1998- 

May 2003  GRADUATE TEACHING FELLOW, PSYCHOLOGY 

    Department of Psychology, Boston University, Boston, MA 
    Courses Taught:  PS 261 Social Psychology (4 sections/100+ students per semester; 8 semesters) 

      PS 241 Developmental Psychology (4 sections/100+ students per semester; 1 semester) 

      PS 101 Introductory Psychology (4 sections/100+ students per semester; 1 semester) 

September 2000- 

May 2003  WRITING FELLOW (ALL DISCIPLINES) 

    Educational Resource Center, Boston University, Boston, MA 
Worked one-on-one with students of diverse educational and cultural backgrounds at all degree levels to 

teach and review writing and organizational skills, self-editing, and grammatical convention; evaluated 

written work at various stages of the writing pr
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MANUSCRIPTS AND BOOK CONTRIBUTIONS 

Manuscripts 

Ronfard, S., Fenstermacher, S., Kelemen, D., & Saudino, K. (in revision). Evidence for a genetically distinct 

imitative mechanism of cultural transmission. 

 

Wagner, N.J., Waller, R., Flom, M., Ronfard, S., Fenstermacher, S., & Saudino, K.J. (2020). Less imitation of 

arbitrary actions is a specific developmental precursor to callous-unemotional traits in early childhood. Journal of Child 

Psychology and Psychiatry. doi:10.1111/jcpp.13182 

 

Fenstermacher, S. K., & Saudino, K. J. (2016). Exploring links among imitation, mental development, and 

temperament. Infancy: the official journal of the International Society on Infant Studies, 21(5), 536–559. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/infa.12132 

 

Schroeder, K. B., Asherson, P., Blake, P. R., Fenstermacher, S. K., & Saudino, K. J. (2016). Variant at serotonin 

transporter gene predicts increased imitation in toddlers: relevance to the human capacity for cumulative culture. Biology 

letters, 12(4), 20160106. https://doi.org/10.1098/rsbl.2016.0106 

 

Fenstermacher, S.K., Barr, R., Brey, E., Pempek, T.A., Ryan, M., Calvert, S.L., Shwery, C., & Linebarger, D. 

(2010). Interactional quality depicted in infant-directed videos:  Where are the interactions? Infant and Child 

Development, 19, 594-612. 

 

Fenstermacher, S.K., Barr, R., Garcia, A., Salerno, K., Calvert, S.L., Shwery, C., & Linebarger, D.L. (2010). 

Infant-directed media: An analysis of product information and claims. Infant and Child Development, 19, 557-576. 

 

Vaala, S.E., Barr, R., Fenstermacher, S.K., Tedone, A., Shwery, C., & Linebarger, D. (2010). Language 

development and joint attention strategies in infant media. Infant and Child Development, 19, 628-648. 

 

 Fenstermacher, S.K. & Saudino, K.J. (2007). Toddler see, toddler do? Genetic and environmental influences on 

laboratory-assessed elicited imitation. Behavior Genetics, 37, 639-647. 

 

Fenstermacher, S.K. & Saudino, K.J. (2006). Understanding individual differences in young children’s imitative 

behavior. Developmental Review, 26, 346-364.*    

*Cited in the top ten most downloaded Developmental Review papers of 2006 

 

Book Contributions  

Linebarger, D. N., Brey, E., Fenstermacher, S., & Barr, R. (2017). What makes preschool educational television 

educational? A content analysis of literacy, language-promoting, and prosocial preschool programming. In Media 

Exposure During Infancy and Early Childhood (pp. 97-133). Springer International Publishing. 

 

Fenstermacher, S.K. (2005). Dishabituation. In G. Davey (Ed), The Encyclopaedic Dictionary of Psychology. (p. 

186). London: Hodder Arnold Publishers Ltd. 

 

        Fenstermacher, S. K. (2005). Habituation. In G. Davey (Ed), The Encyclopaedic Dictionary of Psychology. (p. 

197). London: Hodder Arnold Publishers Ltd.  

  

        Fenstermacher, S. K. (2005). Imitation. In G. Davey (Ed), The Encyclopaedic Dictionary of Psychology. (pp. 

198-199). London:  Hodder Arnold Publishers Ltd. 

 

        Fenstermacher, S. K. (2005). Infant learning. In G. Davey (Ed), The Encyclopaedic Dictionary of Psychology. 

(pp. 199-200). London:  Hodder Arnold Publishers Ltd. 

 

In Progress 

Fenstermacher, S.K., 

https://doi.org/10.1111/jcpp.13182
https://doi.org/10.1111/infa.12132
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsbl.2016.0106
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Fenstermacher, S.K., Barr, R., Calvert, S., Pempek, T., Brey, E., Moses, A., Vaala, S., Ryan, M., Garcia, A., & 

Linebarger, D. (2009b). Interactional modeling in infant-directed media. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the 

International Communication Association, Chicago, IL.  

 

 Vaala, S., Barr, R.F., Garcia, A., Salerno, K., Brey, E., Fenstermacher, S.K., Pempek, T.A., Moses, A.M., 

Calvert, S.L., & Linebarger, D.L. (2009). Content analysis of teaching strategies embedded in infant educational 

programming. Presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Denver, CO.  

 

Fenstermacher, S.K., Brey, E., Salerno, K., Ryan, M., Huynh, H., Vaala, S., Calvert, S., Fiovorati, C., Garcia, 

A., Barr, R.F., & Linebarger, D. (2009). An analysis of learning strategies and educational content utilized in infant-

directed media products. Presented at the annual meeting of the Eastern Psychological Association, Pittsburgh, PA.  

 

Fenstermacher, S.K. & Saudino, K.J. (2008). Spontaneous vocal and gestural imitation as separate predictors of 

cognitive ability and elicited imitation performance. Behavior Genetics, 38, 626 (abstract). Presented at the 38th annual 

meeting of the Behavior Genetics Association, Louisville, KY.  

 

Fenstermacher, S.K. & Saudino, K.J. (2007b). All imitation is not created equal: an examination of elicited and 

spontaneous imitation performance in twins. Behavior Genetics, 37, 751-752 (abstract). Paper presented at the 37th annual 

meeting of the Behavior Genetics Association, Amsterdam, Netherlands.  

 

 Fenstermacher, S.K. & Saudino, K.J. (2007c). Exploring children’s imitative behavior:  Spontaneous imitation, 

elicited imitation, and cognitive performance at age two. Presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in 

Child Development, Boston, MA.  

 

Fenstermacher, S.K. & Saudino, K.J. (2007d). Relative contributions of genes and environment to the 

relationship between imitation, cognitive ability, and temperament factors. Presented at the Biennial Meeting of the 

Society for Research in Child Development, Boston, MA.  

 

Fenstermacher, S.K. & Saudino, K.J. (2006). Multivariate heritability for imitation, cognitive ability, and task 

orientation at age two. Behavior Genetics, 36, 963-964 (abstract). Paper presented at the 36th annual meeting of the 

Behavior Genetics Association, Storrs, CT.  

 

Fenstermacher, S. K. & Saudino, K. J. (2005a). Investigating individual differences in imitative performance at 

age two:  A twin study. Behavior Genetics, 35, 800 (abstract). Paper presented at the 35th annual meeting of the Behavior 

Genetics Association, Hollywood, CA.  

 

        Fenstermacher, S.K. & Saudino, K.J. (2005b). Genetic and environmental influences on imitative performance 

at age 24 months. Presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Atlanta, GA.  

 

        Fenstermacher, S.K., Gagne, J.R., & Saudino, K.J. (2005). Predictors of imitative performance at age 24 

months. Presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Atlanta, GA.  

 

       Gagne, J.R., Fenstermacher, S.K., & Saudino, K.J. (2005). Parent- and observer-rated inhibitory control at age 

two. Presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Atlanta, GA.  

 

        Fenstermacher, S.K. (2002). Genetic and environmental factors influencing susceptibility to modeled 

aggression. Paper presented at Boston University’s First Annual Human Development Psycolloquium, Boston, MA.  

 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT/ SERVICE 

Service Roles/Activities   

2024  Participated in Catamount Core S1 Rating Day, University of Vermont  

2023-present Student Accessibility Services (SAS) Faculty Liaison, University of Vermont 

 

Peer Review 

2014-present Review editor (Social and Personality Psychology), Frontiers in Psychology 

2014-2019 Ad--




