
 

 

4-H Record Keeping 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in 
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University of Vermont Extension, and U.S. Department of Agriculture, cooperating, offer education 
and employment to everyone without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, 

disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or familial status. 



All about 4-H Record Keeping 
Why keep a 4-H Record? 

 

• Records help you remember what you have done and accomplished. 
• Records help you plan and set goals for what you will do in the future. 
• Record keeping is an important life skill that will be useful in your personal life and career. 

 

UVM 4-H recognizes that we all learn and express ourselves differently and we do not want 
record-keeping to deter someone from fully participating in 4-H activities. We welcome creativity 
and new ideas to documenting 4-H projects and experiences! 

 

/extension/youth/projects
http://www.toondoo.com/
http://www.inspiration.com/visual-learning/graphic-organizers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electronic_portfolio


NOTE: 
 

• Any record can be modified and accommodations made, in consultation with the 4-H 
Educator and the State Livestock Educator. 

• All records must be kept up to date and ready for clinics, regional, and state days. 
 
 

Record Keeping Requirements 

All record books no matter the medium must include the following items: 
►Goals 
►Information about what the member did/learned/explored 
►Reflected/reflection piece (akin to the My 4-H Story) 
►Name, club name, date, project name, number of years in project, and club leader 
name 
►If you are not using one of the PDF record book templates from the website and are 

hoping to apply for national trips and competitions, please consider including some of 
the data that’s asked for in the record templates. As an example, creatively listing your 
competition/show history and growth helps a committee understand how a 4-H member 
has progressed with the project animal. Other projects may look at other aspects like 
knowledge of health history or e


