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Thomas A. Borchert 
Professor of Religion 

The University of Vermont 
481 Main Street 

Burlington, VT 05491 
Phone: 802-656-3488 

thomas.borchert@uvm.edu 

Education 

Ph.D. University of Chicago, 2006 
M.A. University of Chicago, 1997 
B.A. Swarthmore College, with Honors, 1992 

Professional Experience 

The University of Vermont, 

Professor of Religion, 2018 to present 
Associate Professor of Religion, 2012 to 2018. 
Assistant Professor of Religion, August 2006 to 2012. 

Classes: 
Introductions: “Religions in Asia,” “TAP: Religion and Violence,” “Religion and 
Globalization,” “Humanities Scholars: Ghosts in the City” 
Intermediate: “Interpretation of Religion,” “Religious Literacy,” “Religion in China,” 
“Religion in Japan,” “Buddhist Traditions,” “Religion, Law and Discipline,” 
Seminars: “Religion, Nation, State,” “Religion and Secular Culture,” “Religion and the 
Body” 

Mahidol University, Bangkok Thailand, International PhD Programme in Buddhist Studies, 
Visiting Research Professor, December 2013-June 2014. 

Institute of South East Asian Studies, Singapore, Nalanda-Sriwijaya Centre 

mailto:thomas.borchert@uvm.edu
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Hawai’i Press, 2017. (Paper edition 2019) 

Theravada Buddhism in Colonial Contexts (editor). New York: Routledge, 2018. (Paper 
2020) 

Journal Articles (peer-reviewed) 
“Power and Authority among Monks in the Contemporary Thai Sangha,” accepted for 

publication and in production; Contemporary Buddhism (April 2024) DOI: 
10.1080/14639947.2024.2344727 

“Monks, the State, and Monastic Governance in Contemporary Thailand.” Journal of the 
American Academy of Religion 90, 3 (September 2022): 654-673, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/jaarel/lfac067 

“A Preliminary Survey of Buddhist Higher Education in Asia: Developing Typologies and 
Comparing Secularities,” Studies in Chinese Religions 6 (2020) 327-346. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/23729988.2020.1865011 

“Belt and Road Buddhists: Religion-Making and the Rebuilding of Minority Buddhism in the 
Reform Era,” Review of Religion and Chinese Society 7 (2020): 92-119. 
doi:10.1163/22143955-00701005. 

“Bad Gifts, Community Standards and the Disciplining of Theravāda Monks,” Journal of 
Contemporary Religion 35: 1 (2020). 53-70. Special issue, “Ethics of Religious Giving in 
Asia,” edited by Michael Feener, Keping Wu, Thomas Borchert, and Francis Lim. 

“Political Disrobing in Thailand,” with Susan Darlington, Hampshire College. Buddhism, Law 
and Society 3 (2017/2018): 113-156. 

“The Buddha’s Precepts on Respecting Other Races and Religions? Thinking about the 
Relationship of Race/Ethnicity and Theravāda Buddhism.”   SOJOURN: Journal of Social 
Issues in Southeast Asia 29: 3 (2014): pp. 591-626. 

“Monastic Labor: Thinking about the Work of Monks in Contemporary Theravada 
Communities.”   Journal of the American Academy of Religion 79: 1 (March 2011): pp. 
162-192. 

“The Abbot’s New House: Thinking about how Religion Works among Buddhists and 
Minorities in Contemporary China.”   Journal of Church and State 52: 1 (2010): pp. 112-
137. 

“Worry for the Dai Nation: Sipsongpanna, Chinese Modernity and the Problems of Buddhist 
Modernism.”   Journal of Asian Studies 67: 1 (February, 2008): pp. 107-142. 
Cited as a “Top 10 most cited article;” April 3, 2011. 
[https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayJournal?jid=JAS&tab=mostcited#tab] 

“Buddhism, Politics and Nationalism in the Twentieth and Twenty-first Centuries.” Religion 
Compass 1: 5 (2007): pp. 529-546. 

“Training Monks or Men: Theravāda Monastic Education, Subnationalism and the National 
Sangha of China.” Journal of the International Association of Buddhist Studies 28: 2 
(2005): pp. 241-272. 

Book Chapters (peer-reviewed) 
“Merit, “Corruption,” and Economy in the Contemporary Thai Sangha,” in Monks, Money and 

Morality: the Balancing Act of Contemporary Buddhism, edited by Christoph Brumann, 
Saskia Abrahms-Kavunenko, and Beata Świtek, 37-50. Bloomsbury, 2021. 

“Introduction” and “Shifts in Buddhist Authority in Sipsongpanna under Chinese 
Colonialism,” Theravada Buddhism Colonial Contexts, edited by Thomas Borchert. 
Routledge, 2018. 

“’Conscripts’ of Chinese Modernity? Transformations of Theravada Buddhism in Southwest 

https://doi.org/10.1093/jaarel/lfac067
https://doi.org/10.1080/23729988.2020.1865011
https://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayJournal?jid=JAS&tab=mostcited#tab
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China.”   In Theravada Buddhist Encounters with Modernity, edited by Steven Collins and 
Juliane Schober. Routledge, 2018. Pp. 137-149. 

“In Defense of Dharma: Reflections on Buddhism and Politics,” co-

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022463423000413
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Journal of Contemporary Religion 38:3 (2023) 
https://doi.org/10.1080/13537903.2023.2243734 

Uri Kaplan, Monastic Education in Korea (University of Hawai’i Press, 2020), book note for 
Religious Studies Review. 

J.L. Cassaniti, Remembering the Present: Mindfulness in Buddhist Asia (Ithaca, NY: Cornell 
University Press, 2018). Journal of Asian Studies 80:1 (January 2021). 

Public Facing Scholarship 
“Thai Monks who Drink and their Lay Supporters,” Fulcrum (

https://doi.org/10.1080/13537903.2023.2243734
https://fulcrum.sg/thai-monks-who-drink-and-their-lay-supporters/
https://fulcrum.sg/thai-monks-who-drink-and-their-lay-supporters/
http://keepingit101.com/e414
https://tif.ssrc.org/2020/09/03/overlooking-official-responses-thai-buddhist-institutions-and-covid-19/
https://tif.ssrc.org/2020/09/03/overlooking-official-responses-thai-buddhist-institutions-and-covid-19/
https://tif.ssrc.org/2019/03/21/silencing-the-monks/
https://tif.ssrc.org/2019/03/21/silencing-the-monks/
http://www.tricycle.com/blog/imperfect-refuge
http://blog.uvm.edu/religion/2014/06/
http://rspas.anu.edu.au/rmap/newmandala
http://rspas.anu.edu.au/rmap/newmandala/2009/08/07/monk
http://blog.uvm.edu/religion/2014/05
http://blog.uvm.edu/religion/2014/10/05/bad-gifts
https://theconversation.com/why-buddhist-monks-collect
https://Conversation.com
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Religion Department Chair, 2022-2026; Interim, 2018-2019; 2021-22. 

Academic Community 
Editorial Board, Contemporary Buddhism, 2021- 
Advisory Panel, Pew Charitable Trust, Religions of Southeast Asia survey 2020-2021 
Advisory Panel, PRX “The World,” Religion and Nationalism Project, 2021 
Mellon-ACLS Dissertation Completion Fellowship reviewer, 2020-2021, 2021-2022 
Mellon-ACLS Dissertation Innovation Fellowship, 2022-2023, 2023-2024, 2024-2025 
Southeast Asian Buddhism Book Review Editor, H-Buddhism, 2009-2022. 

Community 
Member, Bixby Free Library Board of Trustees, May 2022 to present, chair Strategic 

Planning Committee, 2022-2024. 
Member, Addison Northwest School District, Board of Directors, March 2016 to March 2022. 

(Vice Chair, 2017-21; Facilities Committee Chair 2016-2022; member 2022-2023; Chair, 
Superintendent Screening Committee, 2018). 

Expert Witness, Vermont State Senate Judiciary Committee, 33 VSA 4319, Senate Bill, 2023 
Expert Witness, Caledonia County District Attorney, September 2018. 
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