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LAURA HILL, PH.D. 
Senior Lecturer  
University of Vermont Plant Biology Department, 111 Jeffords Hall, Burlington VT 05405 
Ph: 802-656-1134; FAX: 802-656-0440; Email: lhill@uvm.edu ½ Website: www.uvm.edu/~lhill 
 
 
EDUCATION 
08/2003 – 12/2008 Ph.D. Biology, emphasis Ecology and Evolution 
   “Ecological and evolutionary factors affecting population persistence of a globally  
   threatened wetland plant, Polemonium vanbruntiae (Polemoniaceae),” University of 
   Vermont; Burlington, Vermont 05405; Advisor: Dr. Alison K. Brody 
08/1998 – 05/2001 B.S. Environmental Biology, emphasis Humanities 
   

 
   Unity College; Unity, Maine 04988; Advisor: Dr. Emma Creaser 
 
POST-DOCTORAL RESEARCH 
06/2008 – 08/2009 Effects of forest management activities on the population persistence of rare plant  
   Appalachian Jacob's ladder (Polemonium vanbruntiae) in the Green Mountain   
   National Forest.  A Challenge Cost-Share Agreement (No. 08-CS-1109-2000-015) between  
   the USDA Forest Service, Green Mountain and Finger Lakes National Forests and the   
   University of Vermont Biology Department. 
 
TEACHING APPOINTMENTS 
2015 — present   Senior 
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   systems, and economic systems. This course argues that plants are at the crux of solving these  
   complex problems. The overarching course question is the following: How can plants be used to  
   design sustainable solutions to problems resulting from existing, unsustainable practices? 
2011 – 2019 BCOR 101/Genetics, sophomore-level introductory genetics course for biological 

science majors 
Topics include patterns of inheritance, molecular structure and replication of genetic material,  

 molecular properties of genes, genetic technologies, and genetic analysis of individuals and 
 populations. 

2010 — 2019  PBIO006/The Green World, introductory botany course for non-science majors 
   Topics include how plants live, grow, and reproduce, how humans have used plants for food,  
   medicine, clothing, and shelter, why plant biologists are concerned about invasive species and  
   habitat fragmentation, how plants influence earth’s climate, why different plant communities  
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2015 – 2019  College of Agriculture and Life Sciences (CALS) Unit Assessment Coordinator 
2014 – 2018 Co
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2004 — 2006  Vermont NSF-EPSCoR Graduate Research Fellowship 
2004   Graduate College Summer Research Fellowship   
2001   Unity College, Humanities Award       
2001   Unity College Dean’s Award - Highest Honors      
1999 — 2001  Unity College Merit I and Presidential Scholarship       
 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
2018  14th Annual Summer Session on Contemplative Learning in Higher Education, Smith  
  College, Northampton, MA 
2013  Critical Thinking Seminar, Honor’s College University of Vermont, Burlington VT 
2013  Rethinking Teaching Majors Biology Workshop, Scottsdale, AZ 
2013  Excellence in Teaching: A Discussion with the Kroepsch-Maurice Award Recipients, Center for 
  Teaching and Learning, Burlington VT 
2011  Syllabus Clinic Center for Teaching and Learning, Burlington VT 
2010 – 2011 Sustainability Faculty Fellow, University of Vermont 
2009  Getting started with Blackboard, Center for Teaching and Learning, Burlington VT 
2007  Introduction to EndNote, Center for Teaching and Learning, Burlington VT 
 
MENTORING ACTIVITIES 
2001 — present  
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2007   Writing Across the Curriculum workgroup, Integrated Biological Sciences curriculum 
2006   Co-Chair, Graduate Research Day Committee, UVM    
2005 — 2006  Grad student representative, Transportation & Parking Services, UVM 
2004 — 2005  Grad student representative, Financial & Physical Planning Committee, UVM 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 
2020 Volunteer Coordinator, Old North End Mutual Aid (ONEMA) for COVID-19 
2014 – 2018 Vice-Chair, Flynn Avenue Cooperative Homes Board of Directors 
2016 – 2017 Yoga instructor, Community vinyasa yoga (classes at no cost), Flynn Avenue 

Cooperative Homes 
2015 – 2017 Member, Flynn Avenue Cooperative Homes Finance & Administration committee 

member 
2008 — 2011  Member, Huntington Conservation Commission, Huntington, Vermont 
2008   Office volunteer, The Nature Conservancy, Montpelier, Vermont 
2008   Green Up Day volunteer, Huntington, Vermont 
2006 


