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Students will have a primary research advisor from the list of affiliated Biomedical Engineering faculty, 
and they must form a



The Written Exam 
The written part of the examination will be a report written in the form of a research grant proposal (7-12 
pages) and delivered to the student’s graduate studies committee at least 2 weeks before the oral exam. 
The proposal will be based on a research idea in the candidate’s dissertation work area and will comprise 
three Specific Aims. The first two aims will be focused on the area of the candidate’s Ph.D. research and 
will be expected to include some preliminary data and a research plan that is grounded in techniques that 
the candidate understands well. The third aim will be a “stretch aim” that extends beyond the scope of the 
candidate’s research. In this third aim, the candidate will be expected to exhibit ev



The Oral Exam 
The oral part of the comprehensive examination will be a formal seminar by the student in front of their 
graduate studies committee, to take place after the committee members have had a chance to review the 
written proposal, which should be submitted at least 2 weeks before the oral presentation. The student will 
be asked to defend the proposal and to answer any additional questions the committee members feel 
appropriate after the seminar. It is expected that there will be specific questions directly associated with 
broad engineering and biomedical sciences.  
 





APPENDIX 
Table. Electives appropriate for BME graduate programs of study 

Engineering  


