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2023 Awardees  
 
Student: Kathleen Waeldner  
Mentor: Christopher Anker, MD 
Department: Radiation Oncology  
Research Project: Non-operative management paradigm clinical trial with rectal cancer patients  
 
Student: Erin Mathieu 
Mentor: Jon Boyson, PhD 
Department: Surgery  
Research Project: Conducting the preliminary characterization of the B16F10 melanoma model in 
mice. 
 
Student: Anika Advant  
Mentor: Jan Carney, MD, MPH 
Department: Med-Pulmonary  
Research Project: Identifying barriers and facilitators to awareness and rural Vermont participation in 
cancer clinical trials.  
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Department: Biomedical and Health Sciences 
Research Project: Investigating the effects of STK11 on ER+ breast cancers.  
 
Student: Cong Gao 
Mentor: Seth Frietze, PhD 
Department: Biomedical and Health Science 
Research Project: Establishing some analysis parameters to study the RNA and protein expression 
patterns in distinct regions of breast tumors using available data.  
 
Student: Myeongjin Bae 
Mentor: Nancy Gell, PT, PhD, MPH 
Department: Rehab & Movement Science 
Research Project: Conducting a longitudinal study that comparing fall trajectories, based on physical 
function impairment at baseline, in older cancer survivors to those without a cancer history. 
 
Student: Ian Orsmond 
Mentor: Karen Glass, PhD 
Department: Biochemistry 
Research Project: Understanding how bromodomain-containing proteins contribute to the 
development of Tamoxifen resistance in breast cancer. 
 
Student: Kassandra Mastras 
Mentor: Marc Greenblatt, MD 
Department: Med-Hematology Oncology  
Research Project: Participating in the curation process and evaluating evidence to develop the rules for 
classifying MUTYH variants as either pathogenic or benign.  
 
Student: Hayden Christensen   
Mentor: Melanie Bui, MD, PhD 
Department: Med-Dermatology  
Research Project: Conducting a retrospective chart review to describe oncologic outcomes for invasive 
squamous cell carcinoma of the skin.  
 
Student: Abigail Wootton 
Mentor: Nataniel Lester-Coll, MD 
Department: Radiation Oncology 
Research Project: Conducting a chart review/database build in order to examine the association 
between hydrid technique and patient side effects.  
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Department: Biomedical and Health Sciences 
Research Project: Investigating metabolic rewiring in progression of STK11-null lung cancer: glutamine 
dependence and the hexosamine biosynthetic pathway 
 
Student: Alyssa Richman 
Mentor: Seth Frietze, PhD 
Department: Biomedical and Health Science 
Research Project: Epigenetic Analysis of Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia 
 
Student: Jennifer Toner 
Mentor: Peter Kaufman, MD 
Department: Hematology & Oncology 
Research Project: Correlating Properties of Breast Cancer Organoids to Patient's Tumor Information 
 

2021 Awardees 
 
Student: Alqassem Abuarqoub 
Mentor: James Stafford, PhD 
Department: Neurological Sciences 
Research Project: Targeting novel metabolic and epigenetic interactions in pediatric high grade glioma 
 
Student: Rachel Bombardier 
Mentor: David Krag, MD 
Department: Surgery 
Research Project: COVID-19 and Cancer 
 
Student: Amy Chang 
Mentor: Alissa Thomas, MD 
Department: Neurological Sciences 
Research Project: The effect of frailty score on treatment decisions and overall survival rate in elderly 
patients with glioblastoma 
 
Student: Trevor Coles 
Mentor: Gary Stein, PhD 
Department: Biochemistry 
Research Project: Cancer-Compromised Epigenetic Control of Nucleolar Function 
 
Student: Linda Cui 
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Student: Joshua A. Victor 
Mentor: Nimrat Chatterjee, PhD 
Department: Microbiology and Molecular Genetics 
Research Project: Ascertaining SARS-COV2-dependent DNA damage response in human cells¶ 


