
 
Sustainability, Ecology & Policy 

Skills 

Students have opportunities to develop skills as they make choices about courses, study abroad 
programs, and internships. These vary based on their concentration as described below. Students also 
gain competencies and knowledge through the Rubenstein School Core Curriculum shown on the 
reverse side of this handout. In addition, as is true of all students at the University of Vermont, students 
gain skills in communication and in computer programs such as the Microsoft Office suite of programs 
and MS Teams. They may gain additional computer skills based on their choice of courses. 

Concentration in Applied Ecology 

All students gain skills in: 

 Field methods offered in Rubenstein School core curriculum courses and a lab course in natural 
resource ecology and assessment (observe/record/analyze/report field data, use of field guides, 
field sampling, use of pacing, topographic maps, compass and/or GPS equipment); 

 Introductory geospatial analysis methods, including spatial measurements and mapping; 

 Introductory statistical analysis; and 

 Analytical skills to interpret dimensions of sustainability. 

Students develop these skills further depending on choices they make for upper-level coursework, study 
abroad programs, internships, and minors. Examples include: 

 Advanced skills in geospatial techniques and analysis through a minor in Geospatial Technologies; 

 Coursework with skills specific to the topic of study, for example, limnology and characterizing lake 
conditions, dendrology/ornithology/ichthyology and species identification, ecological design tools; 

 Field methods through study abroad programs that include independent projects; and 

 Proposal writing and research skills through an Honors College thesis. 

Concentration in Environmental Policy, Planning & Law 

All students gain skills in: 

 Field methods offered in Rubenstein School core curriculum courses 
(observe/record/analyze/report field data, use of field guides); 

 Introductory statistical analysis; 

 Introductory methods for interpreting policy issues including consideration of government polic



 
  

Rubenstein School Core Competencies & Knowledge Areas: 

COMPETENCIES 

1. Communication: Employ effective speaking, writing, listening, and digital communication techniques.   


